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Guided by the belief that science education is vital to the future of the chemical industry – and to the overall vitality of the world in which we live – CEF is dedicated to raising awareness among every generation, beginning with our youth, about the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness. The Foundation relies on various groups – chemical distributors and manufacturers, educators, local governments, and consumers to implement our mission nationwide. 
Inception

Created by the National Association of Chemical Distributors in 1989 to serve as the educational outreach segment of the chemical distribution industry

Location

Arlington, VA

Leadership 

Rosemary Podwin, President

Stephen Cornwall, Vice President

Christopher Jahn, Secretary

Mathew Brainerd, Treasurer

John Rice, Executive Director

CEF Strives To:

· Enhance science education through innovative techniques, such as hands-on activities and chemistry competitions 
· Inspire the next generation of scientists, engineers, and chemical industry leaders 

· Effect long-term change in the general public’s understanding of, participation in, and general acceptance towards chemistry and the chemical industry

· Provide opportunities for collaborative initiatives between chemical industry members and the communities in which they operate

You Be The Chemist Programs

CEF’s You Be The Chemist programs are designed to enhance K-8 science education by introducing the science of chemistry as it relates to our everyday lives and to the study of other sciences. 


You Be The Chemist Activity Guides – Lesson Plans for Making Chemistry Fun 


You Be The Chemist Challenge 

You Be The Chemist Essential Elements: Professional Development Program for Educators
Geographic Reach

CEF programs have been implemented nationwide. From using YBTC materials in inner city Chicago science clubs, to conducting experiments with rural Louisiana middle school students, to introducing Pennsylvania Cub Scouts to important chemistry concepts  – our programs are helping industry members and educators nationwide encourage students’ natural curiosity and address the “why” questions they so often ask.

Volunteers

CEF program implementation and success relies heavily on the time and effort of volunteers across the country. CEF's volunteers include chemical industry members, middle-school educators, college professors and students, chemists, parents, and community leaders. There are a wide variety of volunteer opportunities available through CEF programs. 
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