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SOUTH MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS IN NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED CHEMISTRY COMPETITION
Henderson, KY—February 26— Students from Henderson County South Middle School (Henderson) are preparing to demonstrate their knowledge of chemistry concepts, important discoveries, and chemical safety awareness in a national chemistry competition.

Students at Henderson competed against one another in the written test portion of the You Be The Chemist (YBTC) Challenge – an academic question and answer competition created by the Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF). The YBTC Challenge competition aims to engage grade 5-8 students in chemistry through a dynamic event that partners members of the chemical industry with schools and organizations in the communities in which they operate. 


The Henderson Local Challenge is sponsored by Brenntag Mid-South which is located in Henderson. “This is our first year of participation for Henderson County, and we look forward to expanding the program next fall,” says local organizer, Katheryn Sholly of Brenntag.  “This is an opportunity to demonstrate the important roles chemists and chemicals play in our everyday life and health. Science education is vital to a vibrant future of so many industries. We want to raise awareness of the broad importance of chemicals and chemical safety. For our students, the sciences can represent rewarding career path options, as well as insuring our continued competitiveness in the global marketplace.”  

“The Challenge exposes students to the fascinating world of chemistry as it applies to their everyday lives, allowing them to gain a greater appreciation of how chemistry and chemicals will continue to shape their world,” stated CEF’s Executive Director John Rice. “Additionally, linking industry, educators, and students together not only builds stronger community relationships but also highlights the importance of chemistry education in an informal and celebratory manner,” he added. 
The top four performing students from South Middle School will advance to the Kentucky State YBTC Challenge, to be held at the Owensboro Museum of Science. The quiz-bowl style competition will be on March 19, at 1 p.m. (CT), and is open to the public. The winner of the state competition will advance to represent Kentucky in the National YBTC Challenge held in Philadelphia, PA, on June 18 at the National Constitution Center. There they will compete with state winners from across the country.

At the national competition, each participant will receive fun prizes, such as chemistry kits, T-shirts, and gift certificates to the Discovery Channel Store. The first, second and third place winners will also win money for future educational use. And, in addition to the Challenge and prizes, participants and a chaperone will also be treated to various activities in historic Philadelphia, such as an afternoon at the Franklin Institute of Science. For more information about the competition, please visit the CEF Web site at www.chemed.org. 
###

Founded in 1989 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF) is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness.  Brenntag North America has been long been an integral part of the National Association of Chemical Distributors and the CEF since its inception. Brenntag CEO, Stephen Clark, has served as President, as well as Trustee of CEF.
