2010 YOU BE THE CHEMIST

KENTUCKY STATE CHALLENGE
The Kentucky 2010 You Be The Chemist state level competition was held in Owensboro, Kentucky, in the Owensboro Museum of Science and History on Friday, March 19, 2010 at 1:00 p.m.
School buses started their trek to Owensboro earlier in the day from the Middle Schools in Henderson and Meade County with student competitors along with teachers and family members.  The competitors were:
Henderson County:

      Joe Bickers                     Jenny Pike                   Daniel Steiner          Alec Watson

Meade County:
      Caitlin Coppinger          Jarrod Foushee          Weston Owen          Ethan Pelletier

The Owensboro Museum of Science and History graciously agreed to be the host site for this competition.  This facility was exactly the right place.  Its spacious interior and modern audio-visual system allowed the competition to run smoothly and made everyone feel right at home.  They also provided a prize for the winner, a one year family membership to the museum!
The competition coordination involved teaching staff from both districts and industry volunteers from Arch Chemicals and Brenntag Mid-South.  They were:
Amy Berry
Meade County Board of Education

Technical Coordinator
Marsha Carver
Henderson Co. Teacher


Score Keeper
Alison Cooper
Henderson Co. Science Teacher

Moderator

Barry Stewart
Arch Chemicals



Judge

Lee Kincaid
Brenntag Mid-South


Judge

Kara Becker
Indiana State University


Judge

Nick Gillham
Henderson Co. Teacher


Observer



Katheryn Sholly
Brenntag Mid-South


Competition Coordination
Debbie Gossett
Arch Chemicals



Community Advisory Panel Coordinator
Peggy Darnell





Arch CAP Facilitator
The competition required that the students answer multiple choice questions using an electronic response system.   There were 15 questions in each round, and students had 15 seconds to respond after each question was read.  The responses were tallied by the scorekeeper after each round and verified by the judges.  Two students were eliminated in the first two rounds and then one from each of the three final rounds.  Ten question tie breakers were available, as required, and one was used after the first round.
The final round matched two Meade County students, and their final scores separated them by only one point with Weston Owen being declared the winner! Weston will advance to the national “You Be The Chemist” competition on June 18, 2010, in Philadelphia to compete against students from all over the United States.
“You Be The Chemist” began in 2003 as a question and answer competition to engage students in learning about chemistry concepts, discoveries, and chemical safety. The Chemical Education Foundation is the national sponsor of this activity. They provided the questions and answers for today’s competition along with a study guide that these students have been using to prepare for the competition.  
