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PENN STATE CAMPUS HOLDS YOU BE THE CHEMIST SUMMER CAMP
ARLINGTON, VA, August 23 –The Chemical Educational Foundation’s (CEF’s) You Be The Chemist (YBTC) program served as the basis for two week-long chemistry camps at Penn State University’s Abington (PSU – Abington) campus. 
Held in Abington, PA, the YBTC camps were two of many camp and enrichment programs held at the PSU – Abington campus throughout the summer. Organized by the school’s Office of Continuing Education, the students learned about a wide range of chemistry concepts such as polymers, acids and bases, and molecules, through their participation in lessons from CEF’s YBTC Activity Guides: Lesson Plans for Making Chemistry Fun (Activity Guides). A camp for grade 3-5 students was held July 12 – 16 and the second camp for grade 5-8 students was held August 9-13. 
The YBTC Activity Guides, developed by CEF, are instructional aides designed to engage students in the science of chemistry and to make teaching the subject easier for educators. There are two booklets divided according to grade level, one for grades K-4 and another for grades 5-8. The guides use fun, educational concepts to emphasize the importance of chemicals in our everyday lives. Each of the Activity Guides include approximately 30 educator-reviewed lesson plans, in-depth activity sheets that can serve as classroom assessments or homework assignments, project extensions, vocabulary lists, and a resource guide that includes important chemists, tips for non-chemistry educators to better teach the subject, and safety information. 

“At Penn State Abington, one of my main goals with running all of the youth programs it to have them be both educational and fun. This curriculum allowed us to accomplish both,” stated Deanna Bosley, Continuing Education, Penn State Abington. She added, “We want to instill a curiosity for learning with all of the subjects we offer so that students will want to learn more and hopefully go on to explore educational and career opportunities in the sciences as well as other areas. The YBTC curriculum fit right in with our objective to offer STEM programming for youth and made it easy for the kids to really enjoy learning.”
The Pennsylvania STEM Initiative is a statewide effort dedicated to preparing the Commonwealth for global competiveness through a strategy of enhanced Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) education and career development opportunities for Pennsylvania students and communities. 
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Founded in 1989 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation works closely with industry to enhance science education opportunities for our youth. 
