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CHEMICAL INDUSTRY MEMBERS GATHER TO HONOR 
LEADING CHICAGO BUSINESSMAN
ARLINGTON, VA—April 29—The Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF) honored a leading Chicago businessman, Norman R. Bobins, with a national award for leadership, community service, and educational outreach on behalf of science education.  

CEF presented Bobins, Chairman of Norman Bobins Consulting, LLC, with the Vanguard Award in a ceremony held Tuesday, April 27 in Washington, DC. For over a decade CEF has presented the Vanguard Award to an individual whose leadership, commitment, and outreach efforts have helped advance the Foundation’s mission of fostering a greater understanding of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness.  

CEF honored Bobins for his drive to promote the science of chemistry in the city of Chicago’s Public School system. Bobins’ efforts have been instrumental in growing CEF’s You Be The Chemist (YBTC) Challenge program to over fifty middle schools. Not only do the grade 5-8 students prepare to compete in the national question-and-answer academic program, they also participate in hands-on chemistry experiments that help them relate important chemistry concepts to their everyday lives.
“Mr. Bobins’s dedication to the students of Chicago and promoting excellence in science education exemplifies what this award is all about,” said CEF Executive Director John Rice. “He has willingly made himself personally accountable for the enhancement of community outreach opportunities within his city.”

The event, held at the Westin City Center in Washington, D.C., and featured guest speaker Congressman Mark Kirk of Illinois’ 10th District. The Congressman introduced Bobins and spoke to the importance of science education and the positive impact Bobins’ efforts have had on the city of Chicago.

In addition to honoring the valuable work of Bobins, the event provided an excellent opportunity for members of the chemical industry to interact with one another. Past winners of the Vanguard Award include:
· Arthur McFerrin, President, KMCO Group
· Patrick J. Marantette, President of E.T. Horn Company 
· Richard A. Peacock, President of PVS-Nolwood Chemicals, Inc.
· Stephanie Burns, Chairman, President, and CEO of Dow Corning Corporation
· Michael Campbell, President, CEO, and Chairman of Arch Chemicals, Inc.

Visit www.chemed.org for event details and for a complete listing of past Vanguard Award recipients.  
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Founded in 1989 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness.
