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STUDENTS TO COMPETE IN CHEMICAL INDUSTRY SPONSORED SCIENCE COMPETITION 
ARLINGTON, VA— June 6, 2011—On Monday, June 20, nineteen students from across the country will compete in the Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF) created and chemical industry sponsored National You Be The Chemist Challenge (Challenge) at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia, PA. 

The Challenge is a question and answer academic competition that aims to engage grade 5-8 students in learning chemistry concepts, important discoveries, and chemical safety awareness tips. The competition was created as a means by which members of the chemical industry can interact with the schools and organizations in their community. 

 “Now in its seventh year, the Challenge has proven to be an excellent educational opportunity for students, as well as a great tool for chemical industry members to use in their community outreach efforts,” stated CEF Executive Director John Rice. “The dedication that participating chemical companies, educators, community volunteers, and local schools have shown to this program is a testament to their desire to increase our youth’s interest in the science of chemistry – the core of CEF’s mission. The success and growth of the program is sure to continue in the years ahead,” he added. 
Throughout the school year, thousands of students participated in Local and/or State Challenges nationwide. The top nineteen students, one from each participating state and the District of Columbia, advance to the national competition. State represented include : California, Connecticut, Illinois, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, Virginia, and Wisconsin. A representative from the District of Columbia will participate in the competition as well. 
Sponsors of the National Challenge include: 

GOLD SPONSORS
Arch Chemicals, Inc., Norwalk, CT

Brenntag North America, Inc., Reading, PA

The Dow Chemical Company Foundation, Midland, MI
ICL Performance Products LP, East Greenwich, RI

Shell Chemical Company, Houston, TX

PVS-Nolwood Chemicals, Inc., Detroit, MI

Univar, Bellevue, WA

SILVER SPONSORS
National Association of Chemical Distributors, Arlington, VA

Society of Chemical Manufacturers & Affiliates, Washington, DC

Thames & Kosmos, Providence, RI

BRONZE SPONSORS
Expo Chemical Company, Inc., Houston, TX

PQ Corporation, Valley Forge, PA

Turning Technologies, LLC, Youngstown, OH
While in Philadelphia, Challenge participants will tour historic sites and visit museums such as the Chemical Heritage Foundation and The Franklin Institute. They will receive exciting prizes including Thames & Kosmos CHEMC3000 chemistry kits, gift certificates to the Discovery Channel Store, and YBTC Challenge T-shirts, bags, and other giveaways. The top four placing participants will receive scholarship money for future educational use. 
Additionally, in celebration of 2011 being named the International Year of Chemistry (IYC), CEF will hold a Challenge Celebration and IYC Dinner for participants, family members, educators, sponsors, and industry members. The dinner will take place the night of the competition at The Franklin Institute and will include an award ceremony for the participants and live entertainment. The event will also provide participants the opportunity to interact with those business leaders, chemical industry members, chemists, and chemistry professors in attendance. 
###
About the Chemical Educational Foundation

Founded in 1989 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation works closely with industry to enhance science education opportunities for our youth. Visit www.chemed.org for more information.
