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SOCMA SPONSORS WASHINGTON, DC 
CHEMISTRY COMPETITION
Washington, DC, May 10 — Students from the Washington International School (WIS), located in Washington, DC, will be honored Friday, May 13th for their participation in the You Be The Chemist Challenge (Challenge) – a question-and-answer academic competition – created by the Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF) and sponsored by the Society of Chemical Manufacturers & Affiliates (SOCMA). 
The Challenge aims to engage grade 5-8 students in science through a dynamic event that tests their knowledge of chemistry concepts, important discoveries, and chemical safety awareness. Additionally, Challenge competitions work to partner members of the chemical industry and its affiliated organizations with schools in the communities in which they operate. 
SOCMA’s President and CEO, Lawrence D. Sloan, will attend the May 13 school assembly to congratulate the participants and hand out prizes, which include trophies and T-shirts. 
“The Challenge exposes students to the world of chemistry as it applies to their everyday lives. This allows them to gain a greater appreciation of how chemistry and chemicals will continue to shape their world and encourages their continued study of the subject,” stated Sloan. “As an organization that represents members of the chemical industry, SOCMA is proud to take part in a program that elevates our next generation of scientists, engineers, and chemists,” he added.  
Throughout the school year, thousands of students participated in Local and/or State Challenges nationwide. The top 19 students, one from each participating state and the winner of the WIS Challenge, advance to the national competition held in Philadelphia, PA, on June 20 at the National Constitution Center. 
While in Philadelphia, all of the National Challenge participants will receive exciting prizes including Thames & Kosmos CHEMC3000 chemistry kits, gift certificates to the Discovery Channel Store, and YBTC Challenge T-shirts, bags, and other giveaways. The top four placing participants will receive scholarships. Additionally, in celebration of 2011 being named the International Year of Chemistry (IYC), CEF will hold a Challenge Celebration and IYC Dinner for participants, family members, educators, sponsors, and industry members. 
For more information about the competition, please visit the CEF website at www.chemed.org. 
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About the Chemical Educational Foundation 

Founded in 1989 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation works closely with industry to enhance science education opportunities for our youth. 
About SOCMA
SOCMA is the only U.S. based trade association dedicated solely to the batch, custom and specialty chemical industry. Since 1921, we have represented a diverse membership of small, medium and large chemical companies, making us the leading authority on this sector. SOCMA has a global membership of more than 200 companies. For more information on our services and products, please visit www.socma.com.

