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BAYER CORPORATION CEO HONORED FOR SCIENCE EDUCATION OUTREACH
ARLINGTON, Va., May 3, 2011 –The Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF) presented Gregory S. Babe, President and Chief Executive Officer of Bayer Corporation and Bayer MaterialScience LLC, with its prestigious Vanguard Award at a Washington, DC dinner and award ceremony held May 2. CEF honored Babe for his outstanding efforts on behalf of improving science education. 
For over a decade, CEF has presented the award to an individual whose leadership, commitment and outreach efforts have helped to advance the Foundation’s mission of fostering a greater understanding of the science and benefits of chemistry. 
At Bayer, Babe has worked to promote and support the advancement of STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) education broadly on both the national and local levels through the company’s Presidential award-winning Making Science Make Sense® (MSMS) initiative. MSMS advances science literacy across the United States through hands-on, inquiry based science learning, employee volunteerism and a public education campaign led by the nation’s first African-American female astronaut, Dr. Mae Jemison. 
Additionally, as Chairman of the Bayer USA Foundation, Babe has guided the Foundation’s strong support of innovative education and workforce development programs. Examples of these initiatives include developing the Bayer School of Natural and Environmental Sciences Scholarship/Internship program at Duquesne University; funding Biotech Partners – a nationally recognized model for school-to-career partnerships in the sciences; spearheading K-8 science education reform throughout the state of Pennsylvania; and establishing and sustaining MESA, a Mathematics, Engineering, Science Achievement program that provides underserved middle and high school students with hands-on math and science curriculum. 
Dr. Helen Sobehart, Executive Director of the Pittsburgh based organization ASSET Inc., presented the award to Babe at a ceremony attended by over 75 members of the chemical distribution and manufacturing industries. Also in attendance were representatives of allied organizations such as the National Association of Chemical Distributors, the American Chemical Society, and the National Association of Manufacturers. 

In his acceptance remarks, Babe noted the importance of initiatives such as Bayer’s Making Science Make Sense and CEF’s You Be The Chemist programs and their ability to spur students’ interest in science through hands-on, inquiry-based learning, which is vital to encouraging the next generation of scientists, engineers, and innovators.

“Mr. Babe’s active involvement in promoting the value and benefits of chemistry through STEM education initiatives exemplifies what this award is all about,” stated John Rice, Executive Director of CEF. “His efforts not only increase students’ understanding of and interest in science but also work to build stronger community relationships through industry involvement. We applaud his leadership, enthusiasm, and genuine interest in the promotion of science education,” he added. 
Visit the CEF website, www.chemed.org, for event details and a list of previous Vanguard Award winners. 
###
About the Chemical Educational Foundation
Founded in 1989 and headquartered in Arlington, Va., the Chemical Educational Foundation works closely with industry to enhance science education opportunities for our youth.

About Bayer Corporation 
Bayer Corporation, headquartered in Pittsburgh, is a subsidiary of Bayer AG, an international health care, nutrition and high-tech materials group based in Leverkusen, Germany. The company’s products and services are designed to benefit people and improve their quality of life. At the same time Bayer creates value through innovation, growth and high earning power. The Corporation is committed to the principles of sustainable development and to its role as a socially and ethically responsible corporate citizen. Economy, ecology and social responsibility are corporate policy objectives of equal rank. In North America, Bayer had 2010 net sales of EUR 8,228 million (or about $10,861 million) and employed 16,400 at year-end. For more information, go to www.bayerus.com. 

