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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP FOR SCIENCE EDUCATORS COMES TO PHILADELPHIA 
ARLINGTON, VA, January 23, 2012 – The Chemical Educational Foundation® (CEF) is partnering with The Franklin Institute (TFI) and The Dow Chemical Company to conduct its first You Be The Chemist Essential Elements workshop of 2012 on January 28 at TFI in Philadelphia, PA.

 Essential Elements is a professional development program created by CEF as a part of its You Be The Chemist initiative. The program aims to assist educators – our “essential elements” in education – in teaching chemistry concepts through hands-on learning and connecting those concepts to students’ everyday lives. Participating educators will explore a number of science concepts through practical experimentation, learn exciting new methods for eliciting student involvement, and attain a better understanding of how to connect science with students’ everyday lives.

Susan Holmes, TFI’s Senior Museum Educator/Teacher Professional Development will lead the participating educators through a full 5E learning cycle utilizing a lesson from the CEF’s You Be The Chemist Activity Guides. This cycle helps educators allow students to build their own understanding of new concepts from both old ideas and their own experiences. Following the lesson, educators will have an opportunity to discuss the lesson further, ask questions, and explore other lesson plans within the Activity Guides.
The January 28 workshop is open to grade 5-8 educators and will be held from 9 am - 3 pm. For further information regarding future Essential Elements workshops, visit the CEF website, www.chemed.org.
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Founded in 1989 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation® works closely with industry to enhance science education opportunities for our youth.

