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CHEMISTRY PROGRAM WINS NATIONAL AWARD

ARLINGTON, VA—August 6, 2009—The Chemical Educational Foundation’s You Be The Chemist Challenge program has been named to the 2009 Associations Advance America (AAA) Honor Roll, a national awards competition sponsored by the American Society of Association Executives (ASAE) & The Center for Association Leadership headquartered in Washington, DC. 

The You Be The Chemist (YBTC) Challenge is an academic question and answer competition created by the Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF). The YBTC Challenge competition aims to engage grade 5-8 students in chemistry through a dynamic event that partners members of the chemical industry with schools and organizations in the communities in which they operate. 

“CEF is honored that the You Be The Chemist Challenge has received this recognition. The program engages students in the study of science at a young age, thereby sparking interests that may lead to our next generation of doctors, scientists, and engineers,” stated CEF Executive Director John Rice. “This interest not only benefits industries in the sciences but also the advancement of American industry and the general public as a whole,” he added. 

Now in its 19th year, the prestigious AAA Awards program recognizes associations that propel America forward – with innovative projects in education, skills training, standards setting, business and social innovation, knowledge creation, citizenship, and community service. 


“The You Be The Chemist Challenge truly embodies the spirit of the Associations Advance America campaign. It is an honor and an inspiration to showcase this program as an example of the many contributions associations are making to advance American society,” remarked Associations Advance America Committee Chair Janet C. Gibbs, chief financial officer of Feeding America. 


Previous award winners include the American Association of State Colleges and Universities, International Economic Development, National Fire Protection Association, and the National Endowment for Financial Education.

For more information on the You Be The Chemist Challenge program, visit the CEF Web site at www.chemed.org. 
###

Founded in 1989 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness. 

