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BERGEN & MORRIS COUNTY STUDENTS COMPETE IN NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED CHEMISTRY COMPETITION
Franklin Lakes, NJ, Feb 26, 2009— On March 7, 10 middle school students from the Bergen and Morris county area will show off their knowledge of chemistry concepts, important discoveries, and chemical safety awareness at the local level of a nationally acclaimed chemistry competition.

The students, from Franklin Avenue Middle School  in Franklin Lakes, Clinton Public School in Clinton and Randolph Middle School in Randolph, will compete against one another in the You Be The Chemist (YBTC) Challenge – an academic question and answer competition created by the Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF). It will be the first Challenge held in New Jersey. The YBTC Challenge competition aims to engage grade 5-8 students in chemistry through a dynamic event that partners members of the chemical industry with schools and organizations in the communities in which they operate. 

Brenntag North America Inc, and BASF Corporation are co-sponsoring the program as part of their community outreach activities.

“We hope to interest more students in considering the sciences as viable and rewarding career paths and insure our competitiveness in the global marketplace” Says YBTC Challenge organizer Michele Margherita. “Further we wish to educate the community about the roles chemicals play in our society, their importance and how critical chemicals are to our everyday life and health.”
The local-level portion of the Challenge, held at Franklin Avenue Middle School in Franklin Lakes, is sponsored by Brenntag North America of Reading, PA and BASF of Florham Park, NJ.  Participants will receive savings bonds and trophies. 
The winner of the Bergen & Morris County YBTC Challenge will advance  to compete in the National YBTC Challenge held in Philadelphia, PA, on June 19 at the National Constitution Center. There they will compete with state winners from across the country.

At the national competition, each participant will receive fun prizes, such as chemistry kits, T-shirts, and gift certificates to the Discovery Channel Store. The first, second and third place winners will also win money for future educational use. And, in addition to the Challenge and prizes, participants and a chaperone will also be treated to various activities in historic Philadelphia, such as an afternoon at the Franklin Institute of Science. For more information about the competition, please visit the CEF Web site at www.chemed.org. 
###

Founded in 1992 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness. 

