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ONTARIO STUDENTS BECOME CHEMISTS FOR A DAY 
ARLINGTON, VA—May 14, 2009— More than 1200 students, from over 25 schools in Ontario, Canada, were introduced to the exciting world of chemistry through an all-day event that featured experiment demonstrations and hands-on activities organized by members of the chemical industry.

As a part of Ontario’s Emergency Preparedness Week, the Canadian Association of Chemical Distributors (CACD) headquartered in Oakville, ON, and member company Sodrox Chemicals of Guelph, ON, had a booth display that featured the Chemical Educational Foundation’s (CEF’s) You Be The Chemist (YBTC) Activity Guides: Lesson Plans for Making Chemistry Fun. 


The Activity Guides, developed by CEF, are instructional aides designed to engage students in the science of chemistry and to make teaching the subject easier for educators. There are two booklets divided according to grade level, one for grades K-4 and another for grades 5-8. The guides use fun, educational concepts to emphasize the importance of chemicals in our everyday lives. Each of the Activity Guides include approximately 30 educator-reviewed lesson plans, in-depth activity sheets that can serve as classroom assessments or homework assignments, project extensions, vocabulary lists, and a resource guide that includes important chemists, tips for non-chemistry educators to better teach the subject, and safety information. 

The events of the day were coordinated and instructed by Dave Ballantyne, Vice President and Principal of Sodrox Chemicals, with the goal of making chemistry fun for the students while promoting a positive image of the chemical industry and hopefully getting youth interested in the chemical industry as a future career option. Ballantyne stated: “This is a fun, interactive way to illustrate to children that chemistry is the fundamental science of life.” 
CACD and their member companies have long been advocates of CEF’s You Be The Chemist programs. In addition to donating YBTC materials to member companies, CACD also plans to translate the YBTC Activity Guides into French for distribution throughout the country and for posting on-line. Visit www.chemed.org for more information about the YBTC programs. 
###

Founded in 1989 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness. 
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The Canadian Association of Chemical Distributors (CACD) is a non-profit trade association for the distribution sector of the Canadian chemical industry. As of May 2008, CACD represents 52 member companies across Canada, with 169 sites.
