News Release 


For Immediate Release 
Contact:  Laurel Brent, 703/527-6223

lbrent@chemed.org

STUDENTS TO COMPETE IN CHEMICAL INDUSTRY SPONSORED 

ACADEMIC COMPETITION 
ARLINGTON, VA—June 12, 2009—Students from across the country are prepared to prove they truly are chemists in the making, as they compete in a national competition that tests their knowledge on a variety of chemistry-related topics. 

The National You Be The Chemist (YBTC) Challenge, created by the Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF), will take place June 19 at the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia, PA. The YBTC Challenge is a question and answer academic competition that aims to engage grade 5-8 students in learning chemistry concepts, important discoveries, and chemical safety awareness tips.

“Now in its fifth year, the Challenge has proven to be an excellent educational opportunity for students, as well as a great tool for chemical industry members to use in their community outreach efforts,” stated CEF Executive Director John Rice. “The dedication that participating chemical companies and local schools have shown to this program is a testament to their desire to increase our youth’s interest in the science of chemistry – the core of CEF’s mission. The success and growth of the program is sure to continue in the years ahead,” he added. 

Gold level sponsors of this year’s national competition are: 

· Arch Chemicals, Inc., Norwalk, CT
· Brenntag North America, Inc., Reading, PA 

· The Dow Chemical Company Foundation, Midland, MI 

· ICL Performance Products LP, East Greenwich, RI

· Ironshore Environmental, New York, NY

· Shell Chemical LP, Houston, TX

· Univar, Bellevue, WA

Silver level sponsors are:

· National Association of Chemical Distributors, Arlington, VA
· Society of Chemical Manufacturers & Affiliates, Washington, DC 

· Thames & Kosmos, Portsmouth, RI

Bronze level sponsors are: 
· Expo Chemical Co., Inc., Houston, TX
· Texas Instruments, Inc.,  Dallas TX
· Turning Technologies, LLC, Youngstown, OH 

Throughout the school year, thousands of students participated in Local and/or State YBTC Challenges nationwide. The top fifteen students, one from each participating state, advanced to the national competition. The Challenge participants are:  

Yury Aglyamov, Texas


Daniel Hulgan, Louisiana

Luke Ahlemann, Utah 


Lexi Kloeppel, North Carolina


Apostolos Apostolou, Michigan 

Kelly Rudman, Virginia


Wil Carpenter, South Carolina 

Siddhant Shah, Connecticut


Cody Crow, Oklahoma 


Nabil Shaikh, Pennsylvania


Jarrod Foushee, Kentucky 

Camille Sturdivant, Ohio


Audrey Gomez, Illinois 


Ryan Teehan, New Jersey


Willem Hilbers, Washington, DC


While in Philadelphia, all of the National YBTC Challenge participants will receive exciting prizes including Thames & Kosmos CHEMC3000 chemistry kits, gift certificates to the Discovery Channel Store, and YBTC Challenge T-shirts, bags, and other giveaways. The first, second, and third place winners will also receive educational savings bonds. In addition to the academics of the competition, participants and chaperones will be able to explore the city, enjoy local restaurants, and relax as they explore the wonders of science at the Franklin Institute. 

###

Founded in 1989 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness. 
