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TEXAS CHEMICAL MANUFACTURER TO RECEIVE PRESTIGIOUS CHEMICAL INDUSTRY AWARD
ARLINGTON, VA—March 24—The Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF) has named a leading chemical manufacturer executive, Arthur McFerrin, Jr., the recipient of their national award for leadership, community service, and educational outreach on behalf of the chemical industry.  


CEF will present McFerrin, President of KMCO Group of Houston, TX, with the Vanguard Award in a ceremony on Tuesday, April 28 in Washington, DC. For over a decade CEF has presented the Vanguard Award to an individual whose leadership, commitment, and outreach efforts have helped advance the Foundation’s mission of fostering a greater understanding of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness.  


CEF is honoring McFerrin for his long-time involvement in the promotion of the science of chemistry in various educational settings across the state of Texas. He has also been instrumental in promoting chemistry education through his contributions to the Chemical Engineering Department that bears his name at his alma mater, Texas A&M University.

In 2008, McFerrin’s company, KMCO, LP of Crosby, TX, received the Synthetic Organic Chemical Manufacturers Association’s (SOCMA’s) Educational Outreach Award. This award, created through a partnership between CEF and SOCMA, honors companies that work to enhance science education through outreach activities within their community. Under McFerrin’s guidance, KMCO’s educational outreach activities include company sponsorship of a local college day and a luncheon for new educators, and company involvement in the Texas Scholars Program and the Special Olympics. 

 “Mr. McFerrin’s dedication to the chemical industry and excellence in science education exemplifies what this award is all about,” said CEF Executive Director John Rice. “He has willingly made himself personally accountable for the image and relationship of the chemical industry and the community.”
The Vanguard Award presentation, at the Hotel Palomar in Arlington, VA, will begin with of a 6 p.m. reception followed by dinner and the award ceremony. In addition to honoring the valuable work of McFerrin, the event will provide an excellent opportunity for members of the chemical industry to interact with one another. The event also coincides with the start of the National Association of Chemical Distributors’ (NACD) annual Washington Fly-In. 
Past winners of the Vanguard Award include:
· Patrick J. Marantette, President of E.T. Horn Company 
· Richard A. Peacock, President of PVS-Nolwood Chemicals, Inc.
· Stephanie Burns, Chairman, President, and CEO of Dow Corning Corporation
· Michael Campbell, President, CEO, and Chairman of Arch Chemicals, Inc.

· Laura Dornbusch, President of Expo Chemical Co., Inc.
Attendance is encouraged. Visit www.chemed.org for event details and for a complete listing of

past Vanguard Award recipients.  
###

Founded in 1989 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness. 
