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EDUCATORS HONORED FOR INNOVATIVE CHEMISTRY LESSON PLANS
ARLINGTON, VA—March 19—Eight creative educators have displayed their innovative teaching techniques and won an annual chemistry-related lesson plan competition, the Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF) announced today.  
The You Be The Chemist Lesson Plan Competition, created by CEF, offers educators the opportunity to submit creative chemistry-related lesson plans that are appropriate for K-8 grade audiences. Educators nationwide, along with an international entry and winner from Hong Kong, China, submitted lesson plans in one of three categories: Scientific Inquiry, Structure of Matter, and Safety and Recycling. 

The lesson plans are judged on their creativity, grade level appropriateness, content, and objectives. “Motivating students in today’s world often presents a challenge to classroom teachers,” stated Steven Jacobs, Chief Scientist of Faraday Studios/Discovery Channel, and judge of this year’s competition. “This competition is an excellent example of how business and industrial communities can help teachers generate engaging science learning experiences,” he added. 

The 2006 Scientific Inquiry first-place prize went to Karen Skophammer of Fort Dodge, IA, for her lesson plan, Pigment Plucking. Second place went to Nancy Fischer of Ste. Genevieve, MO, for her Family Values: The Periodic Table submission, and third place went to Gail & Max Feldkamp of Appleton, WI, for their plan, Pumpkin Properties are a Smash! 
The first-place Structure of Matter prize went to Mickie Flores of Canton, NY, for her What’s the Matter – A Scientific Saga lesson plan. Second place went to Brendan Casey of Alpine, CA, for Simple as Beans and Rice, and third place went to Dana Ball of Jefferson City, TN, for her plan, It’s a Mixed Up World. 

In the Safety and Recycling category, Chan Kam Yuen of Kwai Chung, Hong Kong won first place for her lesson plan, Preparation and Testing on Biodegradable Plastics. Second place went to Julie Warr of Bainbridge, GA, for her Recycling Bottles lesson plan. 

These outstanding educators are awarded with $1,000, $500, and $250 in cash prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places, respectively. The school of each 1st place winner also receives $250, to be spent on educational materials. Their award winning lesson plans can be viewed on the CEF Web site, www.chemed.org. 

###

Founded in 1992 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness. 

