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NATIONAL CHEMISTRY COMPETITION TO BE

 HELD IN PHILADELPHIA
ARLINGTON, VA—June 10, 2007— Students from across the country are prepared to prove they truly are chemists in the making, as they compete in a national competition that tests their knowledge on a variety of chemistry-related topics. 


The National You Be The Chemist (YBTC) Challenge, created by the Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF), will take place June 15 at the Chemical Heritage Foundation (CHF) in Philadelphia, PA. This year the National competition is sponsored by AIG Environmental of New York, NY, a division of American International Group, Inc. (AIG), Arch Chemicals, Inc. of Norwalk, CT, Expo Chemical Company, Inc., of Houston, TX, and Thames & Kosmos of Portsmouth, RI. 
The YBTC Challenge is a question and answer academic competition that aims to engage grade 5-8 students in learning chemistry concepts, important discoveries, and chemical safety awareness tips. “The Challenge is an exciting way for the chemical industry to get involved in their communities and in turn have communities come together to celebrate the excitement of competition, the education of youth, and the importance of chemistry,” stated John Rice, CEF Managing Director. 


The competitors all advanced to the national competition by winning nationwide Regional and/or State YBTC Challenges, organized by chemical companies and various organizations located in individual communities. The Challenge participants are: Morgan Davis, a student at Knippa School in Knippa, TX; Clay Pratt, a student at Orchard Park Elementary School in Fort Mill, SC; Ryan Lee, a student at Jay M. Robinson Middle School in Charlotte, NC; Stephanie Astle, a student at Bleyl Middle School in Houston, TX; Dylan Johnson, a student at Stewart Pepper Middle School in Brandenburg, KY; Sarah Fulton, a student at Duncan Middle School in Duncan, OK; Christoper Pillay from Mead Junior High School in Elk Grove, IL; Alex Ball, a student at Lincoln Junior High School in Mount Prospect, IL; Genevieve Lee, a student at Carlton Middle School in Sterling Heights, MI; Caity Bateson, a student at Pentwater Middle School in Pentwater, MI; Taylor Clark, a student at Northley Middle School in Aston, PA; and Brook Bi, a student at Reiffton Elementary School in Exeter Township, PA.

While in Philadelphia, all of the National YBTC Challenge participants will receive exciting prizes including CHEMC3000 chemistry kits, gift certificates to the Discovery Channel Store, and t-shirts and other fun Challenge giveaways. The first, second, and third place winners will also receive educational savings bonds. In addition to the academics of the competition, participants and chaperones will be able to explore the city, enjoy local restaurants, and relax as they explore the wonders of science at CHF and the Franklin Institute.

For more information on the National YBTC Challenge, please visit the CEF Web site at www.chemed.org or contact the CEF staff at 703/527-6223 or at comments@chemed.org. 
###

Founded in 1992 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness. 

