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EDUCATORS HONORED FOR INNOVATIVE CHEMISTRY LESSON PLANS
ARLINGTON, VA—February 11—Nine creative educators have displayed their innovative teaching techniques and won an annual chemistry-related lesson plan competition, the Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF) announced today.  
The You Be The Chemist Lesson Plan Competition, created by CEF, offers educators the opportunity to submit creative chemistry-related lesson plans that are appropriate for K-8 grade audiences. Educators nationwide, along with an international entry from Hong Kong, China, and a winning lesson plan from Auckland, New Zealand, submitted lesson plans in one of three categories: Scientific Inquiry, Structure of Matter, and Human & Environmental Chemistry. 

The lesson plans are judged on their creativity, grade level appropriateness, content, and objectives. “Motivating students in today’s world often presents a challenge to classroom teachers,” stated Steven Jacobs, Chief Scientist of Faraday Studios/Discovery Channel, and judge of this year’s competition. “This competition is an excellent example of how business and industrial communities can help teachers generate engaging science learning experiences,” he added. 

The 2007 Scientific Inquiry first-place prize went to Suzanne Werner of East Windsor, NJ, for her lesson plan, Insulated House Project. Second place went to Karen Mathey Skophammer of Fort Dodge, IA, for her lesson plan Heavy Metal is Good For You, and third place went to Kareen Borders of Lake Bay, WA, for the Give Me Proof: The Evidence for Chemical Change submission. 
The first-place Structure of Matter prize went to Ang Whitlam of Auckland, New Zealand for the plan Particles and Solutions. Second place went to Kelly Chladil of Hillsdale, NJ, for the plan Let it Snow!, and third place went to Fran Zakutansky, also of Hillsdale, NJ, for the  How Dense are You? When You’re Hot You’re Not submission. 

In the Human & Environmental Chemistry category, first place went to Nancy Fischer of Ste. Genevieve, MO, for her lesson plan Ascorbic Acids and Iodine: C the Reaction. Second place went to Randy Germany of Baton Rouge, LA for Manufacturing, Waste and Potato Heads, and third place went to Karen Mathey Skophammer for her lesson plan Color Your World Clean: Go Green. 
These outstanding educators are awarded with $1,000, $500, and $250 in cash prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places, respectively. The school of each 1st place winner also receives $250, to be spent on educational materials. Their award winning lesson plans can be viewed on the CEF Web site, www.chemed.org. 

###

Founded in 1992 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness. 

