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CHEMICAL SUPPLIER HELPS CONNECTICUT EDUCATORS BECOME CHEMISTS FOR A DAY
ARLINGTON, VA—February 12—Educators in Norwalk, CT learned how they can be the chemists, thanks to a recent You Be The Chemist (YBTC) kit professional development workshop. 
Sponsored by Arch Chemicals, Inc. (Arch), headquartered in Norwalk, the workshop was conducted for a team of K-8 curriculum and program coordinators. Based on this introduction, the team will develop an implementation program for future workshops for classroom teachers. 

The YBTC kit, developed by CEF, is an innovative teacher’s aid that instructs on general chemistry concepts and discoveries while addressing chemical awareness and safety. The kit includes thirty lesson plans with corresponding activities and projects, an industry resource guide, and a six-module DVD featuring animated characters Newton and Kelvin. 

The events of the day were coordinated and instructed by Laura Tew, Director of Stakeholder Relations for Arch. The workshop was designed to help educators who do not normally teach chemistry to feel more equipped to approach the subject in the elementary classroom. The demonstrations also aim to create a forum for hands-on participation and discussion with fellow educators. 
“We have been very pleased to use these excellent materials from the Chemical Educational Foundation and facilitate their introduction and use by our partner schools,” said Ms. Tew. 
This is the third such workshop that Ms. Tew has conducted. Others have been held in Rochester, NY and Brandenburg, KY. Arch has sites in both locations. In a slightly different twist to this workshop, curriculum and activity leaders from local organizations such as the YMCA, also attended the workshop. 

In addition to donating YBTC kits to all participating teachers, Arch also partnered with Carolina Biological Supply Company of Burlington, NC, to create and donate a package containing all the necessary materials for each of the thirty YBTC kit experiments, as well as safety goggles and lab coats for students. 

Distribution of the YBTC kit is one aspect of Arch’s Science Education Program. They have distributed kits to schools in Connecticut, New York, and Tennessee. 
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