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SCIENCE EDUCATORS CAN WIN $1,000
 ARLINGTON, VA— May 25, 2007— Lesson plans for aspiring chemists are sought! Educators are encouraged to submit lessons for grades K-8 that highlight innovative investigations and exciting experiments on the subject of chemistry for an opportunity to win cash awards from the Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF).
The Foundation’s You Be The Chemist (YBTC) Lesson Plan Competition will award $1,000 as 1st prize, $500 for 2nd place entries, and $250 for 3rd place entries in the three categories of Scientific Inquiry, Structure of Matter, and Human and Environmental Chemistry. The nine winning lesson plan entries and their authors will be published on the CEF Web site. 

“My students’ curiosity keeps me delving into the “why” of matter and seeking memorable classroom activities which develop their science literacy,” stated Mickie Flores, a science teacher at Canton Central School in Canton, NY, and 1st place winner in the Structure of Matter category of CEF’s 2006 Lesson Plan Competition. “Chemistry education helps them comprehend every facet of their lives, personal to global, from the workings of a car battery or an antacid to the hydrogen bonding within a snowflake or the causes of global warming. CEF teacher resources offer me a clever blend of real-world examples, inquiry and analysis and I am thrilled that a lesson plan of mine will be among them,” she added. 
Schools can win, too! The school of each category 1st place winner will receive $250 to be used for science education material. In addition, the first 50 entrants to the competition will receive a complimentary YBTC kit. The YBTC kit for grades K-8 features detailed lesson plans, vocabulary, assessments, activity sheets, homework opportunities, and experiment materials that consist of non-toxic household items. A tool that strives to be both educational and fun, the kit provides chemistry concepts with real-world references. 

For complete details, rules, regulations, guidelines, and submission categories, visit www.chemed.org. Contest deadline is December 21, 2007. 
###
Founded in 1992 located in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness. 
 

