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WASHINGTON, DC STUDENTS COMPETE IN NATIONAL CHEMISTRY COMPETITION

Arlington, VA-February 27— On Friday, February 29, fifteen students from the Washington International School (WIS), located in Washington, DC, will be honored for their outstanding performances in a chemistry competition sponsored by the Arlington, VA, based National Association of Chemical Distributors (NACD) .

All eighth grade students at WIS were quizzed on chemistry concepts, important discoveries, and chemical safety awareness tips in the You Be The Chemist (YBTC) Challenge – an academic question-and-answer competition created by the Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF).  The YBTC Challenge competition engages grade 5-8 students in chemistry through a dynamic event that partners members of the chemical industry with schools and organizations in the communities in which they operate. 

“NACD is excited to sponsor a Challenge in the Washington, DC area,” stated Chris Jahn, NACD President and COO. “As an organization that represents the chemical industry, it’s encouraging to see students enthusiastically engaged in learning chemistry through this competition. These bright students are our future scientists, engineers, and chemists and their efforts should be applauded,” he added. Jahn and several NACD and CEF employees will attend the ceremony to present the awards to the students.

The top five winners will receive gift certificates to Barnes & Noble with the top three also receiving trophies. The fifteen highest-scoring students will receive YBTC T-shirts and water bottles. All participants will receive Challenge note pads and pencils. In addition, the teachers of participating classes will receive the YBTC Activity Guide: Lesson Plans for Making Chemistry Fun for grades 5-8. This educational tool includes 33 lesson plans that make teaching chemistry easier for educators and more engaging for students.

The winner of the WIS Challenge will advance to the National YBTC Challenge, to be held on June 13 at the Chemical Heritage Foundation in Philadelphia, PA. There, the WIS Challenge winner will compete against students from 15 states for the title of national champion.

At the national competition, each participant will receive fun prizes, such as chemistry kits, T-shirts, and gift certificates to the Discovery Channel Store. The first-, second-, and third-place winners will also win money for future educational use. And, in addition to the Challenge and prizes, participants and their chaperones will also be treated to various activities in historic Philadelphia, such as an afternoon at the Franklin Institute of Science.
###

Founded in 1992 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness. 

###

Washington International School (www.wis.edu), a coeducational day school, serves nearly 900 students in Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 12 on two campuses in northwest Washington, DC. The multilingual Pre-K to Grade 12 International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum includes rigorous preparation in mathematics and science, language, world history, geography, literature, and arts. The school’s mission is to provide a demanding international education that will challenge students to become responsible and effective world citizens.
