[image: image1.jpg]



News Release 


For Immediate Release 
Contact:  Laurel Brent, 703/527-6223

lbrent@chemed.org

NATIONAL CHEMISTRY COMPETITION HELD IN PHILADELPHIA
ARLINGTON, VA—June 21, 2007—Students from across the country proved that they are chemists in the making as they recently participated in a competition that tests their knowledge of chemistry concepts, discoveries, and chemical safety awareness tips.

Twelve students competed for the title of 2007 National You Be The Chemist (YBTC) Challenge champion. The academic competition created by the Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF) is a question and answer event that is open to fifth through eighth graders nationwide.

Brook Bi, a sixth grader from Reiffton Elementary School in Reading, PA, won the competition. Alex Ball, an eighth grader at Lincoln Junior High School in Mount Prospect, IL, and Christopher Pillay, an eighth grader at Margaret Mead Junior High School in Elk Grove Village, IL, came in second and third places, respectively.

Held June 15 at the Chemical Heritage Foundation (CHF) in Philadelphia, PA, the YBTC Challenge is an exciting educational event that aims to partner chemical companies with schools in their local community. “This is only the third YBTC Challenge and it has doubled in size since last year. We are extremely encouraged by this growth,” stated John Rice, CEF Managing Director. “We had a field of extremely bright contestants and their efforts should be highly applauded!” 
The other YBTC Challenge participants were: Morgan Davis, a student at Knippa School in Knippa, TX; Clay Pratt, a student at Orchard Park Elementary School in Fort Mill, SC; Ryan Lee, a student at Jay M. Robinson Middle School in Charlotte, NC; Stephanie Astle, a student at Bleyl Middle School in Houston, TX; Dylan Johnson, a student at Stewart Pepper Middle School in Brandenburg, KY; Sarah Fulton, a student at Duncan Middle School in Duncan, OK; Genevieve Lee, a student at Carlton Middle School in Sterling Heights, MI; Caity Bateson, a student at Pentwater Middle School in Pentwater, MI;  and Taylor Clark, a student at Northley Middle School in Aston, PA.
The event was sponsored by AIG Environmental of New York, NY; Arch Chemicals, Inc., of Norwalk, CT; Expo Chemical Company, Inc., of Houston, TX; and Thames and Kosmos of Portsmouth, RI.  "The National YBTC Challenge is a great event that showcases the hard work of students and educators across the country,” stated Charlotte Osborne, Director of Marketing for AIG Environmental and also a judge of the competition.  “AIG Environmental is excited to be a part of a program that can so positively impact our chemical industry clients and the communities in which they operate," she added.
A broad range of educators and chemical industry representatives were also present at the event. Participants and attendees included members of the Student Affiliates of the American Chemical Society, a university chemistry professor, elementary science coordinators and educators, as well as members of the chemical distribution and manufacturing industries and affiliated organizations.

First, second, and third place winners received educational savings bonds, and all contestants received gift certificates to the Discovery Channel Store, CHEMC3000 Chemistry Kits, and YBTC Challenge plaques, t-shirts, book bags, and water bottles. In addition to the academics of the competition, participants and their families were able to explore the city, enjoy local restaurants, and relax as they explored the wonders of science at CHF and the Franklin Institute.


For more information on the YBTC Challenge, please visit the CEF Web site at www.chemed.org or contact the CEF staff at 703/527-6223 or at comments@chemed.org. 

###

Founded in 1992 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness. 

