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MICHIGAN CHEMICAL DISTRIBUTOR TO RECEIVE PRESTIGIOUS CHEMICAL INDUSTRY AWARD
ARLINGTON, VA—April 12, 2007 —A leading chemical distributor executive has won a prestigious national award for his leadership, community service, and educational outreach on behalf of the chemical industry. 


The Chemical Educational Foundation (CEF) will present Richard (Dick) A. Peacock, President of PVS-Nolwood Chemicals, Inc., located in Detroit, MI, with the Vanguard Award in a ceremony on May 14 in Washington, DC. 

For over a decade CEF has presented the Vanguard Award to an individual whose leadership, commitment, and outreach efforts have helped advance the Foundation’s mission of fostering a greater understanding of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness.  


 Under Mr. Peacock’s leadership, PVS-Nolwood has actively promoted chemistry education in the Detroit area. The company’s outreach initiatives include aiding in the development of achievement programs in local schools, adopting an inner city elementary school, and the implementation of CEF’s You Be The Chemist Challenge (YBTC Challenge), an academic question and answer chemistry competition. PVS-Nolwood is sponsoring YBTC Challenge sites in three suburban Detroit counties and one within the Arch Diocese of Detroit. In addition, PVS-Nolwood is helping to organize the first-ever Michigan State YBTC Challenge, and is working with its parent company, PVS Chemicals, Inc., also headquartered in Detroit, to expand the YBTC Challenge program into the Chicago (IL) Public Schools. 

In addition to its work with the YBTC Challenge, PVS-Nolwood has distributed nearly 300 YBTC kits, an educational tool featuring 30 chemistry lesson plans and corresponding activities, to educators in the Detroit metropolitan area. PVS-Nolwood has hosted an Information Night to demonstrate four of the YBTC kit experiments for educators. And, in its biggest and most visible promotion of CEF, this past spring the company began painting the YBTC kit’s two animated characters on the truck trailers of their LTL fleet. 

“It is always exciting when an industry member takes such enthusiastic steps in support of chemistry education,” stated John Rice, Managing Director of CEF. “Under Mr. Peacock’s leadership, PVS-Nolwood is a great example of how one company can so greatly impact their community through CEF programs. It is only fitting that we honor his outstanding efforts and success by presenting Mr. Peacock with the Vanguard Award.” 

The Vanguard Award presentation will take place at The University Club in Washington, DC. The event will consist of a 6:00 p.m. reception and 7:00 p.m. dinner and Award ceremony. For event details or to attend the ceremony, please visit the CEF Web site at www.chemed.org. 
Past winners of the Award include Dr. Stephanie Burns, Chairman, President, and CEO of Dow Corning Corporation; Michael Campbell, President, CEO, and Chairman of Arch Chemicals; Laura Dornbusch, President of Expo Chemical Co., Inc.; J. Roger Hirl, President & CEO of Occidental Chemical Corporation; and Audley C. Harlow, retired executive of the Canadian Association of Chemical Distributors. For a complete listing of Vanguard Award recipients, visit www.chemed.org. 
###

Founded in 1992 and headquartered in Arlington, VA, the Chemical Educational Foundation is dedicated to fostering a greater understanding of the science of chemistry, the benefits of chemicals, and the importance of chemical safety awareness. 
