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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

As we look to our future, science education – and specifically chemistry – is a
critical part of inspiring today’s students to become tomorrow’s thinkers,
innovators, and STEM leaders. This is an important undertaking as one million
new STEM career opportunities are projected by 2022.

I am proud to say that the Chemical Educational Foundation® (CEF) is responding to this need
and bolstering the pipeline of the future STEM workforce. Through our                                ®
programs, CEF builds excitement around chemistry and inspires confidence in K-8 students
to pursue science-related education throughout high school and college and into their careers.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I am honored to report on CEF’s 2017 efforts to fulfill this
vital mission. To our community volunteers who give countless hours of their time,
educators who instill confidence in their students, and all those who generously support
CEF, we say thank you! I am excited about the impact we will make in the year to come.

Sincerely,

Rob Vallentine
President and Executive Director, The Dow Chemical Company Foundation

You Be The Chemist



OUR MISSION

To build the excitement and
value of chemistry and STEM
careers with K-8 students
through accessible science
programs and hands-on
experiences.



Our nation faces 
a shortage of teachers 
with the background,

confidence, and
experience to teach

math and science

STEM career 
opportunities are 
growing fast, but 

there is a shortage 
of students pursuing
STEM education

OUR IMPACT

Providing students more 
hands-on science experiences

and collaborative learning 
can boost performance 

in science

DID YOU KNOW?



Our collection of over 50 
hands-on activities make

chemistry engaging for K-8 students.
Download the Activity Guides at

www.chemed.org

149,801
students reached through 7,448 Activity Guides distributed



CEF 
IMPACT

The Activity Guides deliver
accessible, hands-on

science activities using
inexpensive household

materials.



449,664
students reached; 1,705 educators participated

Our professional
development
program provides
workshops and
STEM resources
for K-8 educators.

CEF 
IMPACT

Increasing Educator STEM
Confidence and Experience:

84% of educators felt 
confident teaching science 
after participating in the

workshop



Our interactive academic
competition encourages

students in grades 5-8 to pursue
science-related education

throughout high school and
college and into their careers.

57,658
students participated from 678 schools in 42 states and territories

CEF 
IMPACT

Participants gain:
• Increased interest in 

pursuing STEM education 
and career paths

• Greater confidence in their
ability to use STEM
concepts in everyday

life




INVEST&EMPLOY

Aidan Blum
2006 National YBTC Challenge Participant 
& Chemical Engineer

Maggie Leake
2005 National YBTC Challenge Champion 
& PhD Candidate in Chemistry

“Thank you 
to CEF for
giving me the
foundation of
confidence to
pursue science.

It has truly
changed my life.”

“More importantly than winning
[the National Challenge], I got
extra exposure to chemistry that
I wouldn’t have gotten
otherwise in middle
school. That gave
me a huge edge
when I went on
to high school,
which gave me
an edge when I
went to college.”

Generous donations to CEF support 
® Scholars to become

tomorrow's STEM workforce.
You Be The Chemist



CEF is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) charitable
entity. Our financial position remained
strong in 2017 thanks to a network 
of committed donors and sponsors. 
In 2017, 78% of CEF's total expenses
were used for the development 
and implementation of the 

® programs.
USE OF FUNDS

FY17

Programs 
& Outreach
71%

Marketing &
Communications

7%

Administrative &
Development

22%

2017 FINANCIALS

You Be The Chemist

THANK YOU TO 
OUR CONTRIBUTORS
For a full list of donors, visit www.chemed.org/donors



1560 Wilson Blvd, Suite 1100
Arlington, VA 22209

To support CEF and the 
® programs,

visit www.chemed.org
You Be The Chemist




