
Our mission in practice!  
Former Challenge participants share their experiences:

"Participating in  
the You Be The Chemist 

Challenge really affected  
my career trajectory. The love 

of chemistry I got directed me  
to ... be a chemical engineer  

for my career." 

— Aiden B., 2006, pictured on cover

"Throughout my life 
I've been interested in 

both science and art, and the 
Challenge has made me want to 

figure out how to combine them... 
This competition has left so 
many doors open; I'm excited  

to see what happens next."

— Ravine C., 2021

"The Challenge ignited 
my passion for chemistry 

.... Ever since then chemistry 
has been my favorite subject; 

it's the only thing I've wanted to 
do. Which is why I [earned] my 
Bachelors in biochemistry."

— Logan F., 2014

INVEST & EMPLOY

As you're shopping on Amazon, don't forget to support CEF, at no cost to you!

1.  Select CEF as your charity of choice: https://amzn.to/3Oyfpob

2.  Scan the QR code to turn on Amazon Smile on your Amazon
App!


THE FUTURE 
WORKFORCE 

Solving Problems for  
a Sustainable Tomorrow

2022 ANNUAL REPORT

To build the excitement and value of chemistry and 
STEM careers by empowering educators to engage K-8 
students in accessible, hands-on science experiences.

OUR MISSION

2022 was an exciting year for CEF 
with students from across the country 
participating in the You Be The Chemist 
Challenge and the right to compete 
— in person for the first time in two 
years — at the National Challenge 
held in Houston, TX. Congratulations 
to the 9,000 students, five National 

Finalist teams, and the National Challenge Champion 
team, the Chemistry Enthusiasts!

CEF has focused on building the future workforce 
for more than 30 years with our programs evolving 
to mirror today’s society. Working collaboratively 
to explore sustainability questions and community 
solutions, CEF’s students are better prepared to 
succeed in high school, skilled trades, college, and as 
your future employees.

This is exactly what CEF does every day — and why 
your support  —  is so critical. To our volunteers 
who give countless hours of their time, parents 
and teachers who instill STEM confidence, 
and all of those who generously support CEF,  
we say thank you!

I am proud of all we have accomplished and look forward 
to continuing our work to inspire students, strengthen 
communities, and build the future workforce.

Terry Hill
President of the CEF Board of Trustees
CEO of Barentz North America, LLC

www.chemed.org
   



Connecting students & educators with employers! 
Community Partnerships create strong, sustainable 
relationships between schools and industry partners, 
providing the funding and resources schools need to offer 
You Be The Chemist programming in their classrooms.

COMMUNITY  
PARTNERSHIPS 

7,200
Students Impacted

155,000
students reached through CEF programs and resources

YOU BE  
THE CHEMIST

TEACHER  
RESOURCES

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, the You Be The 
Chemist programs, classroom resources, and teacher 
professional development workshops were offered for 
FREE to parents and teachers through the CEF website 
and Discovery Education.  

CEF supports K-8 learning by covering a range of subjects 
across chemistry, biology, physics, and more! 

  Properties of Matter  Chemical Reactions

  Energy  Forces & Interactions

  Life & Earth Sciences

4,500
TEACHERS IMPACTED

For a full list of donors, visit www.chemed.org/donors
FINANCIALS

CEF is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) charitable entity. Our 
financial position remained strong in 2022 thanks to a 
network of committed donors and sponsors. Thank you to 
our contributors.

  Program & 
Communications 
75%

USE OF FUNDS

FY22
  Operating & 

Governance 
19%

  Fundraising 
6%

students from economically  
disadvantaged schools

students identified  
as female

students identified as  
historically underserved

45% 58% 51%

In CEF's science competition, the You Be The Chemist 
Challenge®, students in grades 5-8 collaborate to explore 
chemistry concepts and their real-world applications to solve 
problems for a sustainable tomorrow. Students compete to win 
scholarships for college, skilled trades, or career certifications. 

THE CHALLENGE

9,000
Students Participated

300
Schools Participated


